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UPCOMING EVENTS Director's Message
We are in the Easter Season; a time of Joy when we celebrate Jesus being alive!

Jesus asked us to pray and I would like to witness to the power of prayer.  My son's brain 
tumor surgery was successful and I thank all those who prayed for him and his surgeons.  I am 
also so grateful for the arrival of my great-granddaughter!  We are all one family and we need to 
share the good news with one another now more than ever to help us cope with the pandemic 
and its protocols.

On Thursday, April 8th, Oxford County Right to Life held their AGM virtually.  David Cooke was 
MC, Woodstock President Darren Dalton opened with prayer and the entire leadership team -
Darren, Dave Devlin (Tillsonburg), George Strathopolous (Ingersoll) introduced themselves and 
shared their activities. Yours truly presented some details of the 46 years of Oxford County 
Right to Life history.  

You may or may not be aware that Oxford County Right to Life is run entirely by volunteers. 
Many people have been involved over the years and we are grateful for their services and 
support. Nevertheless, at this point in time, all three Oxford groups are looking for members 
who would like to become more active. If you would like to become an active member, 
please contact us at one of the phone numbers listed above. George Strathopolous, in 
particular, has requested that pro-lifers in Ingersoll rally to the cause as his group needs new,
dedicated members.

The Pro-Life movement is the greatest human 
rights issue on this earth. In Canada, it began with
the introduction of the Omnibus Bill in 1969, which 
decriminalized abortions when the life or the health 
of the mother was in danger.  Inducing an abortion 
otherwise continued to be a crime in Canada until 
January 1988 when the Supreme Court declared the 
law as unconstitutional.  Since then, abortion has 
been legal at any stage in a woman's pregnancy, 
including at the time of birth and for no reason. Now, 
more than 300 unborn babies die each day because of mainly social and economic reasons.  
The death toll due to abortion since 1969 is over 4 million!
In the past, the education committee of Oxford County Right to Life presented pro-life education 
in the Christian and Catholic schools.  We also had a booth at the Woodstock Fair for 40 years.  
Unfortunately, those avenues are no longer available to us.  

In order to maintain our visibility, we are now concentrating on Educational Outreach Projects.  
Our plan is to reach every household in Oxford County with important, thought-provoking 
information about abortion and euthanasia.  We have plans for billboards, flyers, and 
newspaper, TV, radio and social media ads, but WE NEED YOUR HELP!

From the bottom of our hearts, WE THANK ALL THOSE FRIENDS WHO HAVE ALREADY 
RENEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIP AND HAVE DONATED TO THIS PROJECT.  In addition, 
based on the number of households receiving this newsletter, if each household renews their 
membership and adds an extra $20, we will be able to accomplish all of our project goals!
We are hopeful that you will decide to GIVE TODAY.

Sincerely,
Mary VanVeen, Executive Director

Woodstock
PO Box 1545

N4S 0A7
519-421-0029

Ingersoll
73 Charles St. E

N5C 1J5
519-485-3933

Tillsonburg
PO Box 154

N4G 4H3
519-409-1167

2021 Membership - $20 

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH
PROJECT

Now - June 30

Please support our cause.  
Mail a cheque to your local 

group or donate online 
through

CanadaHelps.org
or 

our website

NATIONAL 
MARCH FOR LIFE 2021

May 9 - 15
See schedule inside

GREAT CANADIAN
GIVING CHALLENGE

June 1 - 30

Donate online through
CanadaHelps.org

or 
our website

Every $1 donated in June 
gives us one entry in the 

grand prize draw for 
$10,000.00

●If your group/church/school 
would like a speaker to 
explain the pro-life position,
call one of the numbers 
above.

●If you need advice regarding 
end-of-life treatment issues, 
call 1-855-675-8749.
It is confidential and free. 
http://www.compassionateco
mmunitycare.org

http://www.compassionatecommunitycare.org/
http://www.compassionatecommunitycare.org/
https://lifecollective.io/oxford
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/oxford-county-right-to-life/
https://lifecollective.io/oxford
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/oxford-county-right-to-life/
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AGM Highlights
Dr. Paul Saba was the guest speaker at the Oxford County Right to Life AGM.  Dr. Saba was born in Lachine, 
Quebec.  He studied at McGill University and did his graduate studies at Boston University.  He practiced 
medicine for 10 years in Massachusetts, then worked in Haiti and Bangladesh.  He returned to Montreal and 
got married at the age of 50 to Marisa;  they have 3 children. 

Dr. Saba's philosophy for health care is :"When you save a life, you save a world!"  He lives by the Hippocratic 
Oath by which you care for everybody.  He has taken his battle against euthanasia and assisted suicide to the 
Canadian courts. 

Speaking about Bill C-7, Dr. Saba said the Government looks for easy and fast solutions;  in fact, the 
Government has been misguided.  In a very short time period, MAiD has moved from the confines of an option 
for those who are dying to a medical treatment for disability.  If Bill C-7 is implemented, it will do more harm 
than good.  He believes we need to show compassion and fight for someone's life.  Where there is life, there is 
hope!  Give life a chance!  Do not be afraid to speak.  Share your values. 

In 2010, when Dr. Saba and his wife were expecting their third child, doctors suggested aborting their daugther 
because of her cardiac malformation and possible down syndrome.  They refused this advice and Jessica was 
born.  She has been a delight and a gift to their family. 

Dr. Saba believes no one knows what the future holds, but that hope and loving support can overcome 
many obstacles in life's journey.  In the end, we are all "made to live", as his daughter Jessica inscribed on 
the family protrait she drew at the age of seven.  Alex Schadenberg, Executive Director and world leader of 
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, who interviewed Dr. Saba for our AGM, called him a Canadian hero.  If you 
would like to watch the interview with Dr. Saba, click here. 

Tonia Joy Skipper entertained us with two most fitting musical interludes:  "The Breath of Life" and "God on the 
Mountain".  We thank Tonia Joy for sharing her beautiful voice at our virtual gathering!  It was the highlight of 
the evening! 

Available 
for loan 

or $20 purchase 

Call 519-421-0029

                                                                                LifeCanada recently introduced LifeCanadaKids
                                                                                to help you share life-valuing principles with your 

                                                                               children and grandchildren. 
                                                                                                         Visit LifeCanadaKids here. 

Help Wanted!
Oxford County Right to Life is 

run entirely by volunteers.

Would you like to help?

Please contact us to find out 
how you can contribute your 

talents!

https://lifecollective.io/lifecanada/get-involved/programs/lifecanada-kids
https://lifecollective.io/lifecanada/get-involved/programs/lifecanada-kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQLkQZjBZTI
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Educational Outreach Project

In January's newsletter, we mentioned our plans for a county-wide educational outreach project.  Since 
then we have already received donations from a number of you.  We would like to express our deep gratitude 
for all donations received for this endeavour.   

The plan is to reach every household in Oxford with important thought-provoking information 
about abortion and euthanasia.  The possible methods of achieving this goal include placing ads in local 
papers, mailing postcards, distributing flyers, putting up billboards and placing TV, radio and social media ads. 

This project can only be successful with your help.  If you have not given yet, please give generously.  We 
are most grateful for any donation you are able to provide.  Click here to donate via CanadaHelps. 

We are accepting donations for this project until June 30, 2021 so that we can take 
advantage of the Great Canadian Giving Challenge sponsored by CanadaHelps.  
For every $1 given to Oxford County Right to Life via CanadaHelps during the month 
of June, we will receive one entry into the grand prize draw for $10,000.00. 

Euthanasia can be: 
 the omission of an action which causes a person's death, or 
 an action which causes a person's death 

Physician-assisted death: 
 a doctor provides the means for a person to kill themselves 

Never confuse the following as euthanasia: 
1. A person's right to refuse any and all treatment, or 
2. An ethical and moral decision to forgo further treatment considered too  burdensome                     

for the patient

CASTING CALL!
Looking for 3 - 4 young pro-lifers

(aged 15 - 35)
to be part of a short 45-second video

to inspire and encourage respect 
and protection of the unborn.

Each will have only 7 or 8 lines to say.

This is a volunteer commitment
for those with honest conviction.

Please email woodstockrtl@gmail.com
if interested.

More than 100,000 unborn babies are
KILLED each year in Canada by 

abortion.

https://lifecollective.io/oxford
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/oxford-county-right-to-life/campaign/educational-outreach-project/
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Bill C-7:  Medical Assistance in Dying passed into law on March 17, 2021 

1.  No longer requires a 10-day "reflection" period between the time a person, whose natural death is 
reasonably foreseeable, consents to MAiD and when they receive it. 

2.  Allows people who have a serious illness or disability to access MAiD as long as they meet certain 
conditions. 

3.  Allows MAiD for people who have previously requested it, been found eligible to receive it and their natural 
death has become reasonably foreseeable, but they have lost the capacity to consent. 

4.  Makes eligible, those people who have a mental illness alone and no other underlying mental conditions or 
disabilities, starting in 2023. 

The Government and mass media largely paint this as giving people more right to choose how and when they 
end their lives.  They call this "the right to die" and "death with dignity".  Expanding MAiD is a serious, 
potential threat to people with disabilities, dementia and Alzheimer's because the vast majority of these 
people want and need good care and services but instead those services are becoming very hard to access, 
particularly in this era of COVID.

~  Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, April 2021 

Assisted suicide will save health care system millions 

A study by University of Calgary researchers suggests that doctor-assisted suicide could save Canada tens 
of millions of dollars annually by avoiding aggressive and expensive "end-of-life" care.  The savings, up 
to $139 million annually, will almost certainly dwarf the cost associated with helping dying patients.  According 
to the authors, "as death approaches, health care costs increase dramatically in the final months.  Patients 
who choose medical assistance in dying may forgo this resource-intensive period."  Based on data from the 
Netherlands and Belgium, the researchers estimate MAiD will eventually play a role in one to four percent of all 
deaths in Canada.  However, better palliative care would improve quality of life for dying patients and 
may "alleviate" the desire for medical assistance in dying in the first place.

~ Canadian Medical Association Journal 

MP Kelly Block introduces Bill to defend Conscience Rights 

On February 18, 2021, after the Senate voted in favour of the amendments to expand euthanasia through Bill 
C-7, Saskatchewan MP Kelly Block introduced Bill C-268: "an Act to amend the Criminal Code (intimidation of 
health care professionals)".  The Bill would defend the consciences of pro-life health care professionals 
and penalize anyone who tries to compel doctors, nurses, pharmacists or other health care workers to 
participate in euthanasia, whether directly or indirectly. 

Contact your MP Dave MacKenzie and urge him to defend the conscience rights of health care workers by 
supporting Bill C-268.

~  Campaign Life Coalition, March 2021 

The House of Commons is debating Bill C-233 (Sex- selective abortion)   
MP Cathay Wagantall needs our support! According to a 2019 poll, Canadians agree that sex-selective 
abortion should be illegal.  Please e-mail MP Dave MacKenzie, dave.mackenzie@parl.gc.ca

For more updates and resources go to www.defendgirls.com

Stay informed.  Visit our website.  OxfordCountyRighttoLife.com
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https://lifecollective.io/oxford
https://defendgirls.com/


OXFORD RIGHT TO LIFE 

5National March for Life 2021  
Thousands of Canadians are dying each year through abortion or lethal injection.  Please               
stand up for the most vulnerable of our society and proclaim : "You Are Not Alone" by 
participating online in the National March for Life . Watch the promo here. 
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https://youtu.be/t0DL3nyoRD4
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118 Centre St. 
                                                               St. Thomas, ON  N5R 2Z9 
                                                                        519-637-0845 

        519-439-3348                                                                  

Group Home/Support Housing/
Pregnancy Support/ Transition to

Community

           BBooxx 2255003333                                                                                      379 Dundas Street        
LLoonnddoonn,, OONN  NN66CC 66AA88                                                       Woodstock, ON   N4S 1B6

                                                                                                Burgessville, ON  N0J 1C0
519-456-3636

1-888-877-3636

519-424-9586

Ben and Elly Veld
4052229 Beaconsfield Rd
Burgessville, ON  N0J 1C0

Spend a night in the country

       benveld@execulink.com
www.bbcanada.com/zeelandiabb

Zeelandia Bed & Breakfast 

1-877-618-4275 ext.8

www.ncln.ca

                                                                               VVAANN EEXXCCAAVVAATTIINNGG 
Wim VanLeeuwen

Backhoe,Dozing, Excavating, 
Septic Systems, Trucking

285585 Airport Rd
Norwich, ON  N0J 1P0

1866 Dundas St. E.        Telephone:
London, ON 519-453-6690 

MIKE'S MEAT MARKET

854 Richmond St. (Rear) 
London, ON  N6A 3H8 

519-432-7197 

FREE CONFIDENTIAL 
POSITIVE SUPPORT 

R.R. #1 Salford ON  N0J 1W0
J. DE BRUYN FARMS LTD.

519-421-2313

Building a new generationof
 pro-life leaders 

and Dutch Imports

L. VERHOEVEN

   PPlleeaassee ssuuppppoorrtt oouurr ssppoonnssoorrss!! 

Ph 519-468-2344, Cell 519-536-0167

                                                                                                    328 Dundas Street
                                                                                                          Woodstock 

30 KING STREET EAST, INGERSOLL, ONTARIO  N5C 1G4

*Colour Copies *B&W Copies *Flyers

*Envelopes *Newsletters *Letterhead
*Fax Service *Roll Up Displays

*Labels *Wide Format Printing
*Cheques * Business Cards 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1984

MILLCREEK PRINTING

Respec
t for it 
must 
begn    

 with all
 of us

Life is so precious!
Respect for it must begin  
          with all of us!

519 - 425 0380

                                                                              SStteevvee''ss AAuuttoommoottiivvee

                                                                                                           Woodstock, ON

                                                                                                        519-539-3221 

                                                                                 LLaazziioo FFiinnee WWiinneess 
Tony Gabrielli

We Support Life!

405037 Beaconsfield Rd

 
WWee SSuuppppoorrtt  LLiiffee!!

Wendy Veldhuizen

 799 Juliana Drive
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                               261 Woodall Way                       Woodstock, ON   N4T 0K9
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               O:  519-752-7900C:  519-771-1648   F:  519-752-8900
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Hendrik Scholten
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Phone: 519-425-2221  Cell: 519-533-3590 Fax: 519-425-2223
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LICENSED CARPENTER, HARRY BENJAMINSOver 25 Years ExperienceR.R.#5 Ingersoll ON N5C 3J8
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Copies available in churches and Christian   bookstores or by calling 1-888-276-5225
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mostly.roses@bellnet.ca   mostlyrosesflorist.com                    519-537-5564
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